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WHAT I LEARNED AT STAKE CONFERENCE TODAY! 

Years ago I made a whole set of charts about having different degrees of 

testimony about different things in the church.  (You can see them on my web 

page a www.cordellvail.com/epistles/charts).  I kept hearing people say in Fast 

and Testimony meetings that they “HAVE A TESTIMONY”.  Every time I heard that 

said I asked myself, “A TESTIMONY OF WHAT?” From experience over the years I 

knew that we all have testimonies of different things at different levels. We don’t 

just have “A TESTIMONY”.  There are lots of people who have a testimony of 

going to the temple.  However there must be a few of them who have a testimony 

of temple work but no testimony at all of honesty.  Why else would we need 

lockers in the temple?  It is not uncommon to meet a less active person who still 

has a testimony of the Book of Mormon but not of President Nelson being the 

true living prophet in our day.  So that is why I wrote those research papers about 

“DIFFERENT DEGREES OF TESTIMONY”. 

Today in Stake Conference, President Hansen’s talk opened a whole new vista of 

thought for me about Testimony.  I had never connected the dots between 

Testimony and Conversion.  He taught us that having a Testimony is believing or 

knowing something is true.  That is what is in my charts.  But the new dimension 

he added to my thought process is “LIVING IT”.  That is the point I missed that I 

was trying to get to in my charts years ago.  We may know it is right to pay tithing 

but TRUE CONVERSION IS LIVING IT…. DOING IT!!!  The sure test of conversion is 

not just having a testimony of something or just knowing it is true but LIVING IT!  

That is true conversion. 

This time I think I “GOT IT”! 

Brother Vail 
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