Full Time Mission Message #9
Dear Elder / Sister xxxxxx,

We are often criticized by non-members saying we believe that we are saved by our "WORKS". We do
not believe we are saved by our works. We believe that "WORKS" changes us. Every time we do
something to bless another person it changes us. It builds our charter. It makes us a better

person. Acts of charity and overcoming adversity in our life is like spiritual exercise. Salvation is like
spiritual exercise. You are not going to just go over to the resurrection and be rewarded by having been
a member of the church. We build our physical muscles by doing exercise and we become stronger
physically. In the same manner we build our spirituality (spiritual muscles) by spiritual experiences in
our personal life as well as at church. That is what the story of the 10 virgins is all about. You cannot
borrow ministering or mission experiences when you get to judgment day. When | taught the Priest
Quorum lessons | started the lesson every Sunday with the same message. | wanted the boys to never
forget that lesson. | told them that the most important thing they could learn in this church was to
“SHOW UP”. If you did not "SHOW UP ON A MISSION" you will not have grown from the experience a
person gains from being a missionary. If we don’t Minister to others we will not get the blessings that
come from Ministering to you or the families that we Minister to.

Our life’s experiences change us. This life is a journey of "BECOMING". We are not "SAVED" by our
works, we are saved by "BECOMING WHAT WE ARE" by our works. One of the rules of life is, “WHAT
YOU BECOME IS ALL THAT YOU GET IN THE NEXT LIFE”. Alma 34:34 states that very clearly in the Book
of Mormon.

Alma 34:34

Ye cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful crisis that | will repent, that | will return to my
God. Nay, ye cannot say this; for that same spirit which doth possess your bodies at the time
that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will have power to possess your body in that eternal
world.

May your life be filled with good works every day of your mission. By that you will become a better
person because you will have developed the propensity to do good continually and that will change and
build the character you will take with you into the next life.

Mosiah 5:2

And they all cried with one voice, saying: Yea, we believe all the words which thou hast spoken
unto us; and also, we know of their surety and truth, because of the Spirit of the Lord
Omnipotent, which has wrought a mighty change in us, or in our hearts, that we have no more
disposition to do evil, but to do good continually

Brother and Sister Vail

Back To Index Page



http://www.cordellvail.com/epistles/katyfirstward

