
Full Time Mission Message #24 

Elder / Sister xxxxx, 

We often hear people stand up in Testimony meeting and say they know the gospel is true.  When I hear 

them say that I often wonder in my mind which part of the gospel do they know is true? The fact of the 

mater is, we have different degrees of testimony about different parts of the gospel.  For example many 

members believe Joseph Smith was a prophet and the Book of Mormon is truly a second witness for 

Jesus Christ.  Yet they don’t pay their tithing or go to the temple.  After we moved back to Utah we both 

worked at K-Mart for a while until I found a full time job.  It was required of us to work on Sunday to 

keep that job.  It always was amazing to me how I could tell when an LDS meeting had just let out.  

Especially a big meeting like Stake Conference.  How could I tell?  Because all of the sudden men in 

white shirts and ties and women in Sunday dresses would come in the store.  Why were they there 

shopping on Sunday if they stood up in testimony meeting last Fast Sunday and said they knew the 

Gospel was true. So again have to ask, which part do you think is true?  Obviously you do not believe I 

the 10 commandments or you would not be shopping on Sunday on the way home from Stake 

Conference.  After years of observing my own actions and the actions of other members of the church I 

have concluded that we have different degrees of testimony about different doctrinal and spiritual beliefs 

of the Gospel.  We may have a very strong testimony of tithing (and many less active members do) but 

no testimony at all that your Bishop was called of God.  So until he is released you are not going back to 

church.  Others may go to the Temple every week but then at night watch things on Television that are 

not in keeping with their temple covenants.  When I was in the Branch Presidency of the Deaf Branch, I 

had a very unique experience.  Because our Branch President was deaf he could not of course 

communicate with the Stake President without an interpreter.  Because I was his 1st counselor it was my 

responsibility to go to meetings with him and interpret for him.  That included the meeting the Stake 

President has with the Bishops the first Sunday of each month.  In one of those meetings when I first 

started going the Stake President went to the black board and started making a list.  Apparently a few 

weeks before I had started coming with our Branch President, he and asked all the Bishops to make a list 

of the 10 most serious problems they had in their ward.  Unknown to me he had also asked them to make 

that same list 2 years before.  So that night he wrote up on the blackboard the two lists he had compiled 

from the Bishops.  The shocking thing was that 2 years before not one Bishop had listed pornography as 

a problem in their ward.  Just 2 years later every Bishop and Branch President in the stake had listed it as 

their number one problem.  I had to then again wonder who those people are.  Are they the same people 

who are standing up in testimony meeting saying they know the Gospel is true?  If so which part of the 

testimony excludes looking at pornography? 

After years of observing this phenomena in the church I devised a chart that depicts a typical member of 

the church’s testimony.  I decided to use Oliver Cowdery as my example.  This chart characterizes the 

degrees of testimony he had.  He had a perfect testimony and witness of the Book of Mormon as one of 

the three witnesses but no testimony of Joseph Smith at all.  



 

Brother and Sister Vail                                                                      Back To Index Page 

http://www.cordellvail.com/epistles/katyfirstward

