“My Words … Never Cease”
One of the arguments often used in any
defense of a closed canon is the New
Testament passage recorded in Revelation
22:18: “For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of … this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this book.”
However, there is now overwhelming
consensus among virtually all biblical scholars
that this verse applies only to the book of
Revelation, not the whole Bible. Those scholars
of our day acknowledge a number of New
Testament “books” that were almost certainly
written after John’s revelation on the Isle of
Patmos was received. Included in this category
are at least the books of Jude, the three
Epistles of John, and probably the entire
Gospel of John itself. Perhaps there are even
more than these. …. Continuing revelation does
not demean or discredit existing revelation.
The Old Testament does not lose its value in
our eyes when we are introduced to the New
Testament, and the New Testament is only
enhanced when we read the Book of Mormon:
Another Testament of Jesus Christ. In
considering the additional scripture accepted
by Latter-day Saints, we might ask: Were those
early Christians who for decades had access
only to the primitive Gospel of Mark (generally
considered the first of the New Testament
Gospels to be written)—were they offended to
receive the more detailed accounts set forth
later by Matthew and Luke, to say nothing of
the unprecedented passages and revelatory
emphasis offered later yet by John? Surely they
must have rejoiced that ever more convincing
evidence of the divinity of Christ kept coming.
And so do we rejoice.
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42 Evidences of the True
Church is a list taken from
a book called "The
Greatest Quest" by Blain
and Brenton Yorgason
(Deseret Book Company).
The book is a novel that
describes the search by
five college students to
find the one true Church
of Jesus Christ. At the end
of the book, the authors
combine their research
with the work of Henry
Whiffen who also
developed a similar list.
Together the list gives a
total of 42 points to
consider.

